
Caring for Damp Paper & Books 

• When checking hanging items for damp, 
never judge by the front view alone. Remove 
the picture from the wall and check  behind 
the frame using the tips of your fingers as 
well as your eyes. 

• Attics, cellars and items hung on outside 
walls are all areas which are particularly 
vulnerable to damp and condensation. Add 
cork spacers at least 5mm thick to frame 
corners to allow air to circulate behind the 
frame. 

• If you find a damp framed item, contact me 
as soon as possible before further damage or 
mould can occur. 

• Never place paper directly in front of heat to 
dry it, especially items like house deeds. 
These may actually be written on parchment 
which will shrink beyond repair. 

• If you have damp photographs, contact me 
and I can send you the details of photograph 
conservators who can help you. Never try to 
prise photographs apart yourself or you may 
damage the surface image. 

• Act fast. To dry books, stand them upright and fan 
out the pages. Insert plain paper or paper towels 
every few pages and leave to air dry. If possible, 
place a desk fan on gentle speed at a distance in 
front of the book. This maintains air circulation 
and reduces the chance of mould forming. Just 
before drying is complete, lay the book 
horizontally under a light pressure to prevent 
distortions. 

• Never try to prise apart any pages which are 
stuck. Call me for advice as soon as possible  as 
there are a few instances where the opposite is 
true, depending on the type of paper. 

• Never place a wet book in front of direct heat to 
dry it. Books have many components such as 
glues, leathers and cloth which could all suffer. 

• If in doubt and your book is very wet, place it in a 
polythene bag wrapped tightly to minimise 
distortions and put it in your freezer.  This halts 
the spread of the damp and it can be dried out in 
a controlled manner later. 
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